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Plan of Study
I. Students should select three of the following four
course offerings. (9 credit hours)
BETH 210

Perspectives on Health:
Introduction to Medical Humanities
and Social Medicine

3

BETH 271

Bioethics: Dilemmas

3

Marie Norris (marie.norris@case.edu), Program Assistant

BETH 360

Science and Society

3

The mission of the Department of Bioethics is to improve public and
professional understanding of the ethical and contextual issues involved
in health sciences research, health care delivery, and health policy
development through teaching, research and community dialogue.

BETH 371

Advanced Bioethics

3

II. ELECTIVE COURSES (6 Credit Hours)

The department has ofﬁces at the Case’s School of Medicine and at
MetroHealth Medical Center and has faculty from multiple disciplines,
including philosophy, religion, law, political science, anthropology, history,
sociology, psychology, nursing and medicine.

Additional Courses may be added in the future to this list
of electives. Each new elective course must be approved
by Bioethics Department faculty director of the Minor and
must have substantial bioethics or medical humanities
content (greater than 75%).
BETH 315

International Bioethics: Policy and
Practice

3

BETH 371C

Advanced Bioethics: Clinical
Observation

1

BETH 406

Society, Religion, and Bioethics

3

ENGL 217B

Writing for the Health Professions

3

ENGL 330

Victorian Literature

3

ENGL 341

Rhetoric of Science and Medicine

3

ENGL 379

Topics in Language Studies

3

ENGL 386

Studies in Literature and Culture

3

HSTY 151

Technology in European Civilization

3

HSTY 152

Technology in America

3

HSTY 202

Science in Western Thought II

3

HSTY 241

Inventing Public Health

3

HSTY 243

The Age of Prozac: Social and
Cultural Aspects of Depression

3

HSTY 293

History of Drugs

3

HSTY 342

Water

3

Bioethics and Medical Humanities together comprise a vibrant area of
scholarship concerning the most important and cutting-edge ethical
issues surrounding biomedical research and the delivery of health
care today. The study of such ethical issues calls into action our
most central human values and related behaviors, the exploration of
which is of crucial importance for all students whether one plans to
enter a career in the healthcare professions, biomedical research, law,
nonproﬁt administration, or some other career path. The topics covered
in Bioethics and Medical Humanities will help prepare students to
become responsible world citizens in an increasingly complex biomedical
environment.

HSTY 346

Guns, Germs, and Steel

3

HSTY 373

Women and Medicine in the United
States

3

HSTY 395

History of Medicine

3

PHIL 101

Introduction to Philosophy

3

PHIL 203

Revolutions in Science

3

PHIL 204

Philosophy of Science

3

PHIL 305

Ethics

3

The CWRU Minor in Bioethics and Medical Humanities formally
recognizes a student’s coordinated course of study comprised of
courses currently offered by the Department of Bioethics and other
departments in the College of Arts and Sciences. The Bioethics and
Medical Humanities Minor is designed to give students ethical and social
training centered speciﬁcally around the delivery of health care and
biomedical research, and to do so in a highly interdisciplinary manner.

The Department of Bioethics offers a program leading to the Master of
Arts degree in bioethics, emphasizing the interdisciplinary and interprofessional nature of the ﬁeld. This graduate program is designed
to provide advanced training in bioethics and medical humanities for
students and professionals who anticipate encountering ethical issues in
the course of their primary careers.

Department faculty teach in both core and elective components of
the medical school curriculum, undergraduate courses in ethics and
medical humanities, and an intensive course in responsible conduct of
research for PhD students in the School of Medicine. The department
also has a highly successful master’s degree program in bioethics and an
undergraduate minor
Department faculty have gained international prominence for research in
many areas of biomedical ethics and medical humanities that collectively
address the concerns of the School of Medicine’s spectrum of biomedical
disciplines and questions of health more broadly.
Please visit the department website (http://www.case.edu/med/
bioethics) to obtain information about the Master’s degree program and
learn about department and faculty activities.

Minor in Bioethics and Medical
Humanities

Master of Arts in Bioethics Degree

The 27 credit-hour degree can be earned full-time in one year or part-time
in up to three years. Core courses are taught by department faculty and
are scheduled so that part-time students can continue their professional
responsibilities while completing the degree.
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The Master of Arts program provides students with a ﬁrm understanding
of the intellectual content of the study of bioethics, bioethical literature,
medical humanities, and the underlying philosophical arguments and
empirical assumptions that inform these areas. Students are taught
to understand the institutions, structures and contexts of health care
and the ethical issues that arise in medical practice. They are trained to
identify and analyze a range of clinical ethics issues.
All students pursuing a Master of Arts degree in bioethics are required to
complete the interdisciplinary core of 12 credit hours (the equivalent of
four courses) in the ﬁrst two semesters of their ﬁrst year of study.

MA Bioethics Plan of Study
First Year

Units
Fall

Foundations in Bioethics I (BETH 401)
Clinical Ethics Rotation (BETH 405)

Spring

6
1.5 - 3

Elective I

3

Elective II

3

Foundations in Bioethics II (BETH 402)

1.5 - 3
3

Elective II

3
13.5-15 13.5-15

Total Units in Sequence:

Once students have been admitted, the Director of the Genetic
Counseling Training Program and the Director of the MA Program in
Bioethics will be act as student advisors for each of the two programs
individually but will meet monthly to assess student progress, address
any student or faculty concerns, and assure that student progress in each
of the programs, and their overlapping components, are being achieved.

First Year

Elective I
Year Total:

Students who would like to enroll in the dual degree program will apply
and be admitted into each program separately. While admissions
committees for each program will communicate with each other
regarding applicants, each admissions committee will decide
independently about the suitability of the applicant to their program.

MS/MA Plan of Study
6

Clinical Ethics Rotation (BETH 405)

project that includes ethical, legal, or social issues of genetic counseling
practice, clinical genetics or genomics, or genetic research. Students will
also be required to include at least one Bioethics Faculty member on their
Research Project Committee.

27-30

MS/MA in Genetic Counseling and
Bioethics (plan B)
The Departments of Genetics & Genome Sciences and Bioethics offer
a dual degree program between the Masters in Genetic Counseling and
the Masters in Bioethics Programs. The dual degree program provides a
comprehensive curriculum integrating foundational principles of genetics
and ethics. The goal of the program is to train Genetic Counselors who
wish to apply additional Bioethics expertise into their clinical practice
and/or research.
The dual degree program allows graduates to engage in both
contemplative analysis and application of knowledge in the counseling of
patients and should allow graduates to be more prepared to participate
in the ongoing national dialogue about the ethical, legal, and social
implications of advances in genomic technology as well as research
within their home institutions and with other counselors nationwide
regarding issues of new genomic testing technology, concerns about
genetic services, and issues related to genetic discrimination, privacy,
and the return of genetic and genomic results.
The curriculum for the Dual Genetic Counseling/Bioethics Degree
consists of 59 credit hours to be completed in 2.5 years. Students
enrolled in the dual degree program will spend their ﬁrst year taking
courses entirely within the Genetic Counseling Program and then will
spread out their Bioethics coursework over the next 1.5 years while
continuing with required coursework and clinical rotations in the genetic
counseling program.
In addition to both a written and oral comprehensive examination as part
of the Genetic Counseling Training Program, the dual degree requires a
research project be carried out for the completion of the both degrees.
For the dual degree, students will be required to choose a research

Units
Fall

Advanced Medical Genetics: Molecular
& Cytogenetics (GENE 524)

2

Advanced Medical Genetics:
Quantitative Genetics & Genomics
(GENE 526)

2

Principles and Practices of Genetic
Counseling (GENE 528)

3

Direct Practice Generalist Methods &
Skills (SASS 477)

3

Spring

Psychosocial Issues in Genetic
Counseling (GENE 529)

3

Advanced Medical Genetics: Clinical
Genetics (GENE 525)

2

Cancer Genetics (GENE 531)

2

Research in Genetics (GENE 601)

2

Clinical Practicum in Genetic
Counseling (GENE 532)
Year Total:

3
10

9

Fall

Spring

Second Year

3

Units

Clinical Practicum in Genetic
Counseling (GENE 532)

4

Advanced Medical Genetics:
Biochemical Genetics (GENE 527)

2

Foundations in Bioethics I (BETH 401)

6

Clinical Practicum in Genetic
Counseling (GENE 532)

4

Ethical Issues in Genetics/Genomics
(BETH 412)

3

Foundations in Bioethics II (BETH 402)

6

Research in Genetics (GENE 601)
Year Total:

Summer

Summer

3
12

13
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Third Year

Units
Fall

Research in Genetics (GENE 601)

3

Clinical Ethics Rotation (BETH 405)

3

BETH Course Elective

3

Year Total:

9

Total Units in Sequence:

59

Courses
BETH 210. Perspectives on Health: Introduction to Medical Humanities
and Social Medicine. 3 Units.
This survey course is designed to give students a broad overview of
medical humanities and medical social sciences. Students will engage
materials from a wide range of disciplines and learn how to analyze
which perspectives afford and obscure which types of knowledge
relevant to health, illness and clinical practice. Students will learn how
to identify epistemology, methodology, theory and data from various
disciplinary perspectives. This course is relevant for students engaged in
pre-clinical education as well as those interested in medical humanities
and medical social sciences.
BETH 271. Bioethics: Dilemmas. 3 Units.
We have the genetic technology to change nature and human nature, but
should we? We have the medical technology to extend almost any human
life, but is this always good? Should we clone humans? Should we allow
doctor-assisted suicide for the terminally ill? This course invites students
from all academic disciplines and ﬁelds to examine current and future
issues in bioethics--e.g., theory and methods in bioethics; death and
dying; organ transplantation; genetics; aging and dementia; fertility and
reproduction; distributive justice in health care access. The course will
include guest lecturers from nationally-known Bioethics faculty. Offered
as BETH 271 and PHIL 271.
BETH 314. Global Health: India. 3 Units.
Bioethics is the study of ethical controversies arising at the intersection
of biology, medicine, technology, politics, law, philosophy, religion and
culture. This course will discuss and analyze the issue of health in India;
recognizing that health is more than the diagnosis and treatment of
a disease. Using three diseases (HIV/AIDS, leprosy and tuberculosis)
students will explore the relationship between culture and health care
outcomes. Relevant issues addressed in the course include the history
of British rule in India, Hinduism, the Caste system, poverty, access to
education and public policy. Faculty will introduce readings on the history
of India, medical anthropology, religion and the law. Students will then
be given the opportunity to focus on a particular topic, research the
existing literature, present their ﬁndings to the class and create a plan
to observe the chosen topic while in India during the Summer semester.
Course instructors include Nicole Deming, JD, MA Assistant Professor
of Bioethics; Deepak Sarma, PhD, Associate Professor of South Asian
Religions; and Gopal Yadavalli, MD Assistant Professor of Medicine
and Chief of the Infectious Diseases Clinic at the Cleveland VA Medical
Center. The course will also invite guest lectures from many different
departments and schools to share their expertise and experience in the
areas of Global Justice, Anthropology, and Human Rights.
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BETH 315. International Bioethics: Policy and Practice. 3 Units.
Taught by Case and international faculty, this course will include 7-10
days of intensive didactic and experiential learning in one of several
"host" countries. Examples of sites include: Free University of Amsterdam
and University of Utrecht in the Netherlands; University of Paris in France;
and Ben Gurion University in Israel. It will afford a unique opportunity to
gain perspective on important bioethics issues in different societies, i.e.,
euthanasia, public health policies, access to healthcare, and stem cell
research. At the international site, students will spend 6 hours per day (5
days) in seminar (involving didactics, discussion, and guided-observation
clinical experience). There will be two 3-hour preparatory sessions,
required reading, and two 3-hour post trip sessions. Requirements:
preparation, attendance, and class participation, a 12-15 page paper
(undergraduate credit) and a 15-20 page paper (graduate credit).
Graduate credit will also require students to prepare a presentation for
a post-intensive session. Enrollment will be capped at 25. This course
has an additional fee to cover costs of travel and lodging. Limited
scholarships are available. Offered as BETH 315 and BETH 415.
BETH 315A. International Bioethics Policy and Practice: Women's Health
in the Netherlands. 3 Units.
This 3-credit course allows students to familiarize themselves with social
policies and practices related to women's health in the United States
and the Netherlands. Issues covered in the course include birth control
and family planning, abortion, prenatal testing, childbirth, health care
disparities, cosmetic surgery, prostitution and trafﬁcking in women. This
course also addresses the US and Dutch national policies regarding
the public provision of health care for women. The course places an
emphasis on the ways in which social norms shape policies over time,
which political actors are involved in shaping women's health policy,
and the balance between women's health as a matter of the public good
or individual responsibility. This course substantively explores genderspeciﬁc cultural values and practices in relation to women's health in the
United States and the Netherlands and will help students develop the
analytical skills necessary for evaluating social policy and ethical issues
related to women's health. Offered as BETH 315A and BETH 415A. Counts
for CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
BETH 315B. International Bioethics Policy and Practice: Public Health in
the Netherlands. 3 Units.
This one week 3-credit intensive course will be held in Amsterdam,
The Netherlands. Taught by faculty from Case and Utrecht University,
this course offers students a cross-cultural perspective on ethical
dilemmas raised by the practice of public health in the United States and
Northern Europe. Additionally, this course examines policies related to
prostitution, drug use, sex education, infectious disease prevention, and
access to health care and how they differ in the cultural and political
settings of U.S. and the Netherlands. We will examine both the rationales
and outcomes of Dutch and American policies, stimulating course
participants to consider their own views on these often controversial
issues. Prior to the trip, students will attend lectures at Case, which will
acquaint them with the theoretical approaches to public health ethics
and major issues raised in the practice of public health. In these pre-trip
sessions, students will also analyze and report on a case study designed
to stimulate critical thinking on comparative public health ethics. In
Amsterdam, students will attend lectures that will be supplemented by
site visits and discussion sessions aimed at exploring the ethics of public
health policy and practice in the Netherlands. Following the intensive
week in Amsterdam, students will meet with instructors at Case for two
hours to discuss their experiences and compare policies and practices
in the U.S. and the Netherlands. Offered as BETH 315B and BETH 415B.
Counts for CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
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BETH 315C. International Bioethics Policy and Practice: Health Care
Costa Rica. 3 Units.
This 3-credit course gives students the unique opportunity to observe
patients and practitioners encounter in a radically different health care
system. Costa Rica has one of the most comprehensive health care
systems in the Western hemisphere, featuring the innovative use of midlevel health care workers organized in basic comprehensive health care
teams. This has resulted in a longer life expectancy than the United
States, despite a per capita GDP of only $10,000 per person. Students
will gain ﬁrst-hand experience of Costa Rican health care through ﬁeld
experiences at sites including a national hospital in the capital city, San
Jose; a peripheral treatment clinic in a smaller town; and observation
of the work of an integrated basic health care team in an indigenous
reserve. Following each visit, students will discuss the practical and
ethical dilemmas that practitioners face in the context of the Costa Rican
health care system. Speciﬁc topics include: health inequalities within
and between nations; the ethics of transplantation, medical research,
and end-of-life care; and health care in rural environments and with
indigenous populations. Offered as BETH 315C and BETH 415C. Counts
for CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
BETH 315D. French Connections, A Cross-Cultural Comparison of
Medical Ethics. 3 Units.
This 3-credit course is collaboration between Case Western Reserve
University and the University of Paris. The course includes a ten-day trip
to Paris, France over Spring Break. This course offers a cross-cultural
comparison of the French and American medical systems. Students
will have the unique opportunity to learn ﬁrst-hand how the French
medical education system is structured and how the social, cultural and
political contexts in France shape medical and ethical issues. The trip
includes guided ﬁeld experiences in French clinical settings as well as
opportunities to engage with French faculty members and physicians
about contemporary issues in bioethics. Ethical issues that may be
considered may include reproductive rights, decision-making involving
severely impaired newborns, withholding/withdrawing life-sustaining
treatment and issues in organ donation and transplant. The course also
will also emphasize the role of French culture and history while in Paris
with museum and site visits designed to complement seminar content
and offer real-life illustrations of course content. Prior to the trip, students
attend six hours of lectures, either at Case Western Reserve University
or via a web-based tutorial. They are expected to become familiar with
the representative articles assigned for the course, and be prepared
to integrate those readings into pre-trip class participation and active
participation while in France. Following the trip, students meet with the
instructor for an additional four hours to discuss and synthesize their
experiences. Offered as BETH 315D and BETH 415D. Counts for CAS
Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.

BETH 315E. International Bioethics: Policy and Practice--US and Spanish
Perspectives, Salamanca Spain. 3 Units.
This 3-credit hour course will introduce advanced undergraduate and
graduate students to theoretical and practical aspects of bioethics in
a European context. Continental health professionals and bioethicists
work in an environment that differs from the American context in at
least three important dimensions: the political structure of their health
care systems, the cultural influence of their religious histories, and the
theoretical perspective of continental moral philosophy. The University
of Salamanca in Spain, one of the oldest universities in Europe (known
as the "Oxford of Spain"), will be used in this course as a focal point for
examining the interplay of these three dimensions in shaping institutional
and professional approaches to speciﬁc problems in bioethics, including
end of life decisions, organ procurement and allocation, reproductive
ethics, health care justice, and environmental bioethics ("eco-ethics").
This course will help advanced students who are already grounded in
American bioethics develop the analytical skills necessary for evaluating
European bioethical scholarship and policy-making, while helping less
advanced students develop a familiarity with fundamental similarities
and differences between bioethics in Spain and the U.S. The course
will include a one week trip to Salamanca, Spain where students will
be taught by instructors and faculty from the University of Salamanca.
Teaching will include some guided ﬁeld experiences and regular
discussion sessions with the course faculty. Prior to the trip, students
will attend 4 hours of class at Case to become familiar with elements
of political theory and moral philosophy relevant to the in-country
discussions. Following the trip, students will meet with instructors for
an additional 2 hours. Offered as BETH 315E and BETH 415E. Counts for
CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
BETH 315F. Bioethics Themes as Expressed in Spanish and American
Culture: Film, Television, and Literature. 3 Units.
This 3-credit intensive course will be held in San Sebastian, Spain.
Taught by faculty from CWRU and University of the Basque Country,
this course offers students a cross-cultural perspective on bioethics
in the United States and Spain. This course uses the medium of ﬁlm,
complemented by readings in bioethics, ﬁlm criticism, and medical
research, to introduce students to a number of compelling bioethics
problems facing physician-scientists today, including: when life begins,
the nature and limits of informed consent, use of randomization without
equipoise, medical imperialism (or the appearance thereof), the treatment
of so-called "orphan" diseases, use of deception in research, and ﬁnancial
conflicts of interests caused by among other things, the involvement of
the pharmaceutical industry in the drug invention process. Offered as
BETH 315F and BETH 415F. Counts for CAS Global & Cultural Diversity
Requirement.
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BETH 315G. Death, Dying & Euthanasia: Netherlands & the USA. 3 Units.
Is it ever permissible for physicians to kill their patients? In the
Netherlands, the answer is yes. In the United States, it is no. Are
the Dutch sliding down a moral slippery slope? Are the Americans
compromising the rights and dignity of dying patients? This 3-credit
course is a unique opportunity to examine a range of Dutch and American
end-of-life policies and practices with special focus on the unique ethical,
cultural, religious, and legal contexts in which they developed. This
course will compare how two liberal democracies, the United States
and the Netherlands, have handled difﬁcult end-of-life issues, including:
The Dutch regulation of euthanasia; Regulation of physician-assisted
suicide in the state of Oregon; Terminal sedation; End-of-life decisions
in newborns; Withholding and withdrawing of artiﬁcially-provided fluids
and nutrition; The legal basis for end-of-life decision making in the USA;
Palliative care and hospice; Public trust in medicine and physicians.
In the United States, teaching methods will include lectures, case
discussion, and exposure to how some of the course's themes are
reflected in popular culture such as movies. Offered as BETH 315G and
BETH 415G. Counts for CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
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BETH 315H. Water Security and Social Justice in Brazil. 3 Units.
CWRU, through the Center for Global Health and Diseases, has had
projects, student exchanges and courses with institutions in Brazil and
especially with the state of Bahia for over 30 years. In that time, personal
and professional relationships have been developed with branches of
the Ministry of Health (Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, the Municipal and
State Health Departments), the Federal University of Bahia, and the
Bahiana School of Medicine and Public Health. Brazil is the second
largest country in the Western Hemisphere and the 7th or 8th largest
economy in the world. There are more people who speak Portuguese in
South America than Spanish. Despite newly discovered oil, enormous
natural and human resources, development in Brazil has been uneven
with the Northeast remaining the least developed. The Northeastern
state of Bahia ranked 22nd out of 27 states on the UN¿s Index of Human
Development (http://www.pnud.org.br/IDH/DH.aspx# and http://
www.atlasbrasil.org.br/2013/pt/home/). The State capital, Salvador,
ranks 14th out of 20 major metropolitan regions and is one site for this
study abroad program. The second site, the rural town of Ubaíra, is
ranked 4590 out of 5565 municipalities. Even with large social inequities
and health care disparities, the Brazilian government and society have
produced remarkable social policies, have shown a willingness to
implement these policies and have the resources to signiﬁcantly improve
the lives of its most impoverished citizens. Critical basic infrastructure
for health and development is water. Its consumption is essential; it is a
mechanism for waste disposal, industry and agriculture are dependent
on its supply. The problem of water quantity and quality are common
all human societies (witness the drought in California and the burning
Cuyahoga). Individuals from all walks of life will need to assess issues
of water at some time, from doctors, engineers, urban planners, lawyers
and politicians. In Brazil the issues of water are more exposed and
easier to examine on different scales than in the U.S. The problem also
resides within a social, health care, and political context that compares
well and at the same time contrasts sharply with that of the USA. As a
student in this course, you will gain ﬁrst-hand knowledge of the social
and public health challenges regarding water security in Brazil. Through
ﬁeld experiences in the capital city of Salvador and the rural town of
Ubaíra, you will immerse yourself in interdisciplinary perspectives on
the public health, scientiﬁc, political, and bioethical dimensions of water
security in Brazil. This immersive experience will be facilitated by faculty
from the CWRU Dept. of Bioethics and the Center for Global Health and
Diseases, the Brazilian Ministry of Health, the Federal University of Bahia,
the Bahiana School of Medicine and Public Health, and Brazilian graduate
student participants. Offered as: INTH 315, INTH 415, BETH 315H, and
BETH 415H. Counts for CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
BETH 353. Hindu and Jain Bioethics. 3 Units.
This course will provide both an introduction to basic Hinduism and
Jainism and an introduction to Hindu and Jain bioethics. We will ask:
How would a Hindu or a Jain respond to issues concerning euthanasia,
abortion, and other topics of controversy. Are these answers altered in the
North American context or in the light of recent technological changes?
Offered as RLGN 353, RLGN 453, BETH 353, and BETH 453. Counts for
CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
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BETH 360. Science and Society. 3 Units.
This course examines the complex ethical and other value relationships
that exist between science and society. Students will be encouraged
to question the simplistic view that science proceeds independently
of societal values and contentious ethical commitments. A range of
other social factors, such as ethical belief systems, political forces,
and large-scale ﬁnancial interests all influence new scientiﬁc and
technological developments. In order to illuminate each of these larger
themes, this course focuses on three exciting areas of scientiﬁc inquiry:
stem cell research; synthetic biology; and nanotechnology. Each of
these contentious scientiﬁc ﬁelds provides an excellent view into the
challenging ethical, cultural, social, political, and economic issues that
will face students, both as scholars and as citizens. No prior technical
knowledge is necessary for any of these scientiﬁc areas. All relevant
scientiﬁc information will be provided during the course by the professor.
Offered as BETH 360, BETH 460 and PHIL 360.
BETH 371. Advanced Bioethics. 3 Units.
This course offers upper-level instruction on many key bioethical issues
introduced in BETH/PHIL 271. The class follows a discussion-intensive
seminar format. Students begin with an in-depth analysis of ethical
issues surrounding the conduct of clinical trials, both within the U.S.
and through U.S.-sponsored research abroad. Next students examine
the philosophical and practical challenges involved in medical decision
making for adults and pediatric patients. This course concludes by
addressing the broader ethical problem of what duties we owe to future
generations in terms of our reproductive choices and the allocation of
health-related public expenditures. Each of these general topic areas
- clinical trials, medical decision making, and future generations - is of
crucial importance for all students whether one plans to enter a career
in biomedical research, the healthcare professions, or some other career
path. Everyone is a potential patient or the family member of a potential
patient. The topics covered in Advanced Bioethics will help prepare
students to become responsible participants in an increasingly complex
biomedical world. Offered as BETH 371 and PHIL 371. Prereq: BETH 271
or PHIL 271.
BETH 371C. Advanced Bioethics: Clinical Observation. 1 Unit.
This course is a one credit class intended to supplement BETH 371:
Advanced Bioethics. In this course students will become familiar
with the clinical, psychological, social, professional, and institutional
context in which bioethical problems arise. Students are exposed to
clinical cases as they arise, to hospital ethics committees and ethics
consultation programs, to institutional review boards (IRB), and to
hospital policies covering "do not resuscitate" orders (DNR), advance
directives, withdrawal of artiﬁcial feeding, and medical futility. The
clinical rotation will consist of 20 hours of supervised observation
where students attend structured clinical activities such as ICU rounds,
case conferences as well as shadow clinicians that work with the
Department of Bioethics and are used to having students at various levels
of observers. The purpose of the clinical rotation will be to give students
ﬁrst hand observational experience in the health care system and how
the key bioethical issues discussed in BETH 371 manifest in the clinical
setting. The primary locations for this course are MetroHealth Medical
Center and Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center. Prereq: BETH 271
or PHIL 271. Coreq: BETH 371 or PHIL 371.

BETH 401. Foundations in Bioethics I. 6 Units.
The ﬁrst of the two required seminar courses, this course covers ﬁve
basic topic areas in bioethics: death and dying; health professionalpatient relationship; method and theory in bioethics; organ
transplantation; and ethics and children. The course meets twice weekly
and is taught in seminar format by Center faculty members who are
experts on speciﬁc topics. Preentry.
BETH 402. Foundations in Bioethics II. 6 Units.
This course completes the required seminar core and covers the basic
bioethics topic areas: health care justice; deﬁning 'health care needs;'
reproduction and fertility ethics; research ethics; and ethics in genetics.
The course meets twice weekly and is taught in seminar format by Center
faculty members who are experts on speciﬁc topics. Recommended
preparation: BETH 401.
BETH 405. Clinical Ethics Rotation. 1.5 - 3 Units.
In this course students will become familiar with the clinical,
psychological, social, professional, and institutional context in which
ethical problems arise. This course exposes students to clinical cases,
to hospital ethics committees and ethics consultation programs, to
institutional review boards (IRB), and to hospital policies covering the
"do not resuscitate" orders (DNR), advance directives, withdrawal of
artiﬁcial feeding, organ procurement and transplantation, and medical
futility. Requires minimum of 8 total hours of rotation experience per
week during two semester 10-week rotations. Locations for this course
include: MetroHealth Medical Center, University Hospitals of Cleveland,
and the Hospice of the Western Reserve. Recommended preparation:
BETH 401 or concurrent enrollment.
BETH 406. Society, Religion, and Bioethics. 3 Units.
Focus and Scope of Course: The course examines the interplay of
politics, governmental structures, culture and religion and their impact
on ethics questions that arise in the health arena. The course provides
a broad overview of the basic tenets of several major faith traditions
and examines how and why the interpretation of such tenets and their
impact on bioethics issues varies across different societies. The speciﬁc
domains in which we explore such issues, e.g., reproductive health,
regenerative medicine, end-of-life issues, infectious disease, may be
rotated each year. Objectives: Students will be able to *Describe how
religious views and interests affect policymaking with respect to a variety
of health-related issues *Enunciate strategies for the reconciliation of
bioethics perspectives stemming from diverse religious interests in a
pluralistic society *Compare and contrast the perspective of various
world religions with respect to speciﬁc bioethics issues Prereq: Open to
Graduate Students and Seniors only.
BETH 407. Interprofessional Integrative Seminar. 0 Unit.
This is an integrative seminar for dual professional degree students in
Bioethics, e.g. Bioethics and Law, Bioethics and Public Health, Bioethics
and Medicine. It is required for all dual professional degree students in
Bioethics who were admitted to Bioethics on or after January 1, 2013.
Students are required to take the seminar for two semesters at any
time during their Bioethics program. The course focuses on the study
of selected texts with respect to ethical issues and interprofessional
relationships. Prereq: Must be a dual professional degree student.
BETH 408. Ethics, Law and Health Research. 3 Units.
This course focuses on an examination of issues arising at the juncture
of law, ethics, and health research, such as informed consent, the
assessment of risks and beneﬁts, conflict of interest, and scientiﬁc
misconduct. Particular attention is placed on issues arising in the context
of study design and community based research. To the extent possible,
the class will utilize a case-focused approach.
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BETH 409. Global Justice and Bioethics. 3 Units.
This course aims to introduce students to the problem of global
distributive justice, with an emphasis on both theoretical accounts of
justice, and the practical implications of those accounts for important
topics in global bioethics. The ﬁrst half of this course will be devoted
to important contemporary works which bring out core philosophical
ideas about justice and how we address concerns of justice globally.
The second half of this course will focus on current global bioethics
topics, such as inequality and poverty, global intellectual property rights,
the allocation of healthcare resources, the setting of research priorities,
exploitation & the distribution of the beneﬁts of research, and medical
tourism. In addition to familiarizing students with the contemporary
literature regarding global justice and related topics in bioethics, this
course also seeks to help students strengthen their skills in reading,
analyzing, interpreting, and engaging with philosophy and bioethics texts.
This course is a seminar and will therefore emphasize in-class discussion
rather than lecture. Students are expected to prepare by reading all
assigned readings before class.
BETH 410. Foundations of Medicine, Society and Culture. 3 Units.
Topics will include comparative medical systems and concepts
of health, medical history, illness narratives and narrative ethics,
social determinants of health and health inequalities, analysis of
representations of illness and medicine in literature and the arts, and
medical rhetoric. Students who complete the course should develop
a command of the basic problems, approaches, and literatures in the
social and cultural contexts of health sickness, and medicine. Students
will be able to identify epistemology, theory, methodology and data from
neighboring disciplines and understand affordances and costs in each.
BETH 411. Narrative Medicine: Methodology in patient-centered medical
education. 3 Units.
Narrative Medicine, or medicine practiced with narrative skills (as
deﬁned by Rita Charon, MD, PhD), is a methodology in patient-centered
medical education. Narrative medicine is informed by the theory and
practice of reading, writing, telling, and receiving of stories as a clinically
empowering practice for anyone engaged (or planning to engage) in the
ﬁeld of healthcare. This course will employ various methods of learning
and experiencing narrative, including fundamental skills of close reading
and reflective writing and other forms of self-representation. Narrative
competence is an important skill that enables a person to "recognize,
absorb, interpret, represent, and be moved by the stories of illness".
Major themes throughout the course will include caregivers' and patients'
empowerment, empathy, narrative ethics, testimony, reflexive writing, and
illness and medical stories. The course will be conducted in a seminartype format. Each session will have readings that relate to the theory of
narrative (primarily from the Charon textbook but also from other sources
in the Ethics and Humanities professional literature) and related health
humanities. Many of the sessions will also include the application of
reflective practice/close reading. Additional elements will be writing
workshops and use of ﬁlm and visual art as narrative. The class will meet
once weekly for a 3 hour session. This class is open to graduate students
in any humanities or healthcare ﬁeld, and will be especially useful to
those who intend to have a future career in which direct care of patients/
clients is a part of their work.

7

BETH 412. Ethical Issues in Genetics/Genomics. 3 Units.
This course is designed to familiarize graduate students with the
major controversies over the generation and use of new human genetic
information. Topics will include the spread of predictive genetic testing,
prenatal diagnosis, genetic discrimination, human genetic variation
research, eugenics, genetic counseling, and the limits of human gene
therapy. The course will be conducted as a seminar, involving discussions
of readings, guest speakers, and student presentations.
BETH 414. International Health Research Ethics. 3 Units.
This course will introduce students in the health and social sciences
to key ethical issues that arise in international health research. The
course will include intensive reading and case-based discussion of
current ethical and moral quandaries posed by research conducted in
the international arena. Five full-day sessions are planned. Each day
will be divided into a series of formal presentations and active, groupbased discussions around topics that include: the historical context
of international health research; current international ethics principles,
standards, and declarations; key tools and concepts for unpacking ethical
issues in international health research; issues in informed consent and
conflict of interest; "reasonable availability" and the conduct of clinical
trials; cutting-edge international genetics research; and, the responsibility
of researchers to the international health community. Course evaluation
is based on class participation, a written exercise, and a case analysis.
BETH 415. International Bioethics: Policy and Practice. 3 Units.
Taught by Case and international faculty, this course will include 7-10
days of intensive didactic and experiential learning in one of several
"host" countries. Examples of sites include: Free University of Amsterdam
and University of Utrecht in the Netherlands; University of Paris in France;
and Ben Gurion University in Israel. It will afford a unique opportunity to
gain perspective on important bioethics issues in different societies, i.e.,
euthanasia, public health policies, access to healthcare, and stem cell
research. At the international site, students will spend 6 hours per day (5
days) in seminar (involving didactics, discussion, and guided-observation
clinical experience). There will be two 3-hour preparatory sessions,
required reading, and two 3-hour post trip sessions. Requirements:
preparation, attendance, and class participation, a 12-15 page paper
(undergraduate credit) and a 15-20 page paper (graduate credit).
Graduate credit will also require students to prepare a presentation for
a post-intensive session. Enrollment will be capped at 25. This course
has an additional fee to cover costs of travel and lodging. Limited
scholarships are available. Offered as BETH 315 and BETH 415.
BETH 415A. International Bioethics Policy and Practice: Women's Health
in the Netherlands. 3 Units.
This 3-credit course allows students to familiarize themselves with social
policies and practices related to women's health in the United States
and the Netherlands. Issues covered in the course include birth control
and family planning, abortion, prenatal testing, childbirth, health care
disparities, cosmetic surgery, prostitution and trafﬁcking in women. This
course also addresses the US and Dutch national policies regarding
the public provision of health care for women. The course places an
emphasis on the ways in which social norms shape policies over time,
which political actors are involved in shaping women's health policy,
and the balance between women's health as a matter of the public good
or individual responsibility. This course substantively explores genderspeciﬁc cultural values and practices in relation to women's health in the
United States and the Netherlands and will help students develop the
analytical skills necessary for evaluating social policy and ethical issues
related to women's health. Offered as BETH 315A and BETH 415A. Counts
for CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
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BETH 415B. International Bioethics Policy and Practice: Public Health in
the Netherlands. 3 Units.
This one week 3-credit intensive course will be held in Amsterdam,
The Netherlands. Taught by faculty from Case and Utrecht University,
this course offers students a cross-cultural perspective on ethical
dilemmas raised by the practice of public health in the United States and
Northern Europe. Additionally, this course examines policies related to
prostitution, drug use, sex education, infectious disease prevention, and
access to health care and how they differ in the cultural and political
settings of U.S. and the Netherlands. We will examine both the rationales
and outcomes of Dutch and American policies, stimulating course
participants to consider their own views on these often controversial
issues. Prior to the trip, students will attend lectures at Case, which will
acquaint them with the theoretical approaches to public health ethics
and major issues raised in the practice of public health. In these pre-trip
sessions, students will also analyze and report on a case study designed
to stimulate critical thinking on comparative public health ethics. In
Amsterdam, students will attend lectures that will be supplemented by
site visits and discussion sessions aimed at exploring the ethics of public
health policy and practice in the Netherlands. Following the intensive
week in Amsterdam, students will meet with instructors at Case for two
hours to discuss their experiences and compare policies and practices
in the U.S. and the Netherlands. Offered as BETH 315B and BETH 415B.
Counts for CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
BETH 415C. International Bioethics Policy and Practice: Health Care
Costa Rica. 3 Units.
This 3-credit course gives students the unique opportunity to observe
patients and practitioners encounter in a radically different health care
system. Costa Rica has one of the most comprehensive health care
systems in the Western hemisphere, featuring the innovative use of midlevel health care workers organized in basic comprehensive health care
teams. This has resulted in a longer life expectancy than the United
States, despite a per capita GDP of only $10,000 per person. Students
will gain ﬁrst-hand experience of Costa Rican health care through ﬁeld
experiences at sites including a national hospital in the capital city, San
Jose; a peripheral treatment clinic in a smaller town; and observation
of the work of an integrated basic health care team in an indigenous
reserve. Following each visit, students will discuss the practical and
ethical dilemmas that practitioners face in the context of the Costa Rican
health care system. Speciﬁc topics include: health inequalities within
and between nations; the ethics of transplantation, medical research,
and end-of-life care; and health care in rural environments and with
indigenous populations. Offered as BETH 315C and BETH 415C. Counts
for CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.

BETH 415D. French Connections, A Cross-Cultural Comparison of
Medical Ethics. 3 Units.
This 3-credit course is collaboration between Case Western Reserve
University and the University of Paris. The course includes a ten-day trip
to Paris, France over Spring Break. This course offers a cross-cultural
comparison of the French and American medical systems. Students
will have the unique opportunity to learn ﬁrst-hand how the French
medical education system is structured and how the social, cultural and
political contexts in France shape medical and ethical issues. The trip
includes guided ﬁeld experiences in French clinical settings as well as
opportunities to engage with French faculty members and physicians
about contemporary issues in bioethics. Ethical issues that may be
considered may include reproductive rights, decision-making involving
severely impaired newborns, withholding/withdrawing life-sustaining
treatment and issues in organ donation and transplant. The course also
will also emphasize the role of French culture and history while in Paris
with museum and site visits designed to complement seminar content
and offer real-life illustrations of course content. Prior to the trip, students
attend six hours of lectures, either at Case Western Reserve University
or via a web-based tutorial. They are expected to become familiar with
the representative articles assigned for the course, and be prepared
to integrate those readings into pre-trip class participation and active
participation while in France. Following the trip, students meet with the
instructor for an additional four hours to discuss and synthesize their
experiences. Offered as BETH 315D and BETH 415D. Counts for CAS
Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
BETH 415E. International Bioethics: Policy and Practice--US and Spanish
Perspectives, Salamanca Spain. 3 Units.
This 3-credit hour course will introduce advanced undergraduate and
graduate students to theoretical and practical aspects of bioethics in
a European context. Continental health professionals and bioethicists
work in an environment that differs from the American context in at
least three important dimensions: the political structure of their health
care systems, the cultural influence of their religious histories, and the
theoretical perspective of continental moral philosophy. The University
of Salamanca in Spain, one of the oldest universities in Europe (known
as the "Oxford of Spain"), will be used in this course as a focal point for
examining the interplay of these three dimensions in shaping institutional
and professional approaches to speciﬁc problems in bioethics, including
end of life decisions, organ procurement and allocation, reproductive
ethics, health care justice, and environmental bioethics ("eco-ethics").
This course will help advanced students who are already grounded in
American bioethics develop the analytical skills necessary for evaluating
European bioethical scholarship and policy-making, while helping less
advanced students develop a familiarity with fundamental similarities
and differences between bioethics in Spain and the U.S. The course
will include a one week trip to Salamanca, Spain where students will
be taught by instructors and faculty from the University of Salamanca.
Teaching will include some guided ﬁeld experiences and regular
discussion sessions with the course faculty. Prior to the trip, students
will attend 4 hours of class at Case to become familiar with elements
of political theory and moral philosophy relevant to the in-country
discussions. Following the trip, students will meet with instructors for
an additional 2 hours. Offered as BETH 315E and BETH 415E. Counts for
CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
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BETH 415F. Bioethics Themes as Expressed in Spanish and American
Culture: Film, Television, and Literature. 3 Units.
This 3-credit intensive course will be held in San Sebastian, Spain.
Taught by faculty from CWRU and University of the Basque Country,
this course offers students a cross-cultural perspective on bioethics
in the United States and Spain. This course uses the medium of ﬁlm,
complemented by readings in bioethics, ﬁlm criticism, and medical
research, to introduce students to a number of compelling bioethics
problems facing physician-scientists today, including: when life begins,
the nature and limits of informed consent, use of randomization without
equipoise, medical imperialism (or the appearance thereof), the treatment
of so-called "orphan" diseases, use of deception in research, and ﬁnancial
conflicts of interests caused by among other things, the involvement of
the pharmaceutical industry in the drug invention process. Offered as
BETH 315F and BETH 415F. Counts for CAS Global & Cultural Diversity
Requirement.
BETH 415G. Death, Dying & Euthanasia: Netherlands & the USA. 3 Units.
Is it ever permissible for physicians to kill their patients? In the
Netherlands, the answer is yes. In the United States, it is no. Are
the Dutch sliding down a moral slippery slope? Are the Americans
compromising the rights and dignity of dying patients? This 3-credit
course is a unique opportunity to examine a range of Dutch and American
end-of-life policies and practices with special focus on the unique ethical,
cultural, religious, and legal contexts in which they developed. This
course will compare how two liberal democracies, the United States
and the Netherlands, have handled difﬁcult end-of-life issues, including:
The Dutch regulation of euthanasia; Regulation of physician-assisted
suicide in the state of Oregon; Terminal sedation; End-of-life decisions
in newborns; Withholding and withdrawing of artiﬁcially-provided fluids
and nutrition; The legal basis for end-of-life decision making in the USA;
Palliative care and hospice; Public trust in medicine and physicians.
In the United States, teaching methods will include lectures, case
discussion, and exposure to how some of the course's themes are
reflected in popular culture such as movies. Offered as BETH 315G and
BETH 415G. Counts for CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
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BETH 415H. Water Security and Social Justice in Brazil. 3 Units.
CWRU, through the Center for Global Health and Diseases, has had
projects, student exchanges and courses with institutions in Brazil and
especially with the state of Bahia for over 30 years. In that time, personal
and professional relationships have been developed with branches of
the Ministry of Health (Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, the Municipal and
State Health Departments), the Federal University of Bahia, and the
Bahiana School of Medicine and Public Health. Brazil is the second
largest country in the Western Hemisphere and the 7th or 8th largest
economy in the world. There are more people who speak Portuguese in
South America than Spanish. Despite newly discovered oil, enormous
natural and human resources, development in Brazil has been uneven
with the Northeast remaining the least developed. The Northeastern
state of Bahia ranked 22nd out of 27 states on the UN¿s Index of Human
Development (http://www.pnud.org.br/IDH/DH.aspx# and http://
www.atlasbrasil.org.br/2013/pt/home/). The State capital, Salvador,
ranks 14th out of 20 major metropolitan regions and is one site for this
study abroad program. The second site, the rural town of Ubaíra, is
ranked 4590 out of 5565 municipalities. Even with large social inequities
and health care disparities, the Brazilian government and society have
produced remarkable social policies, have shown a willingness to
implement these policies and have the resources to signiﬁcantly improve
the lives of its most impoverished citizens. Critical basic infrastructure
for health and development is water. Its consumption is essential; it is a
mechanism for waste disposal, industry and agriculture are dependent
on its supply. The problem of water quantity and quality are common
all human societies (witness the drought in California and the burning
Cuyahoga). Individuals from all walks of life will need to assess issues
of water at some time, from doctors, engineers, urban planners, lawyers
and politicians. In Brazil the issues of water are more exposed and
easier to examine on different scales than in the U.S. The problem also
resides within a social, health care, and political context that compares
well and at the same time contrasts sharply with that of the USA. As a
student in this course, you will gain ﬁrst-hand knowledge of the social
and public health challenges regarding water security in Brazil. Through
ﬁeld experiences in the capital city of Salvador and the rural town of
Ubaíra, you will immerse yourself in interdisciplinary perspectives on
the public health, scientiﬁc, political, and bioethical dimensions of water
security in Brazil. This immersive experience will be facilitated by faculty
from the CWRU Dept. of Bioethics and the Center for Global Health and
Diseases, the Brazilian Ministry of Health, the Federal University of Bahia,
the Bahiana School of Medicine and Public Health, and Brazilian graduate
student participants. Offered as: INTH 315, INTH 415, BETH 315H, and
BETH 415H. Counts for CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
BETH 417. Introduction to Public Health Ethics. 3 Units.
The course will introduce students to theoretical and practical aspects
of ethics and public health. This course will help students develop the
analytical skills necessary for evaluating of ethical issues in public health
policy and public health prevention, treatment, and research. Will include
intensive reading and case-based discussions. Evaluation based on class
participation, a written exercise and a case analysis. Open to graduate
students with permission from instructors.
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BETH 421. Research Ethics Practicum. 1.5 Unit.
The Research Ethics Practicum (80 hours,1.5 CREDITS) is designed
to complement the theoretical and conceptual training received in
the course, Critical Issues in Research Ethics. By way of a series of
campus-wide rotations, students learn about the practical, everyday
side of research administration, compliance, and scientiﬁc review.
Students will work with key staff in research ethics centers, and observe
their day-to-day operations, as well as attend institutional review
board (IRB) and Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC)
meetings. They will become familiar with human subjects, animal, and
tissue research regulations and policies as these are applied in an
institutional/academic research context. Students will also spend time
in a clinical trials unit and tour animal care facilities. The practicum
has the following overall objectives: (1) students will be able to identify,
analyze, and understand research ethics issues as they develop in
the context of actual institutional research governance (2) students
will gain an understanding of methods of ethical research design and
implementation.
BETH 422. Clinical Ethics: Theory & Practice. 3 Units.
This course will focus on both theoretical and practical issues in clinical
ethics. Clinical ethics will be distinguished from other areas of bioethics
by highlighting distinctive features of the clinical context which must be
taken into account in clinical ethics policy and practice. Fundamental
moral and political foundations of clinical ethics will be examined, as
will the role of bioethical theory and method in the clinical context.
Topical issues to be considered may include informed consent; decision
capacity; end of life decision making; conﬁdentiality and privacy; the
role and function of ethics committees; ethics consultation; the role
of the clinical ethicist; decision making in various pediatric settings
(from neonatal through adolescent); the role of personal values in
professional life (e.g., rights of conscience issues, self disclosure and
boundary issues); dealing with the chronically non-adherent patient;
ethical issues in organ donation and transplant; health professionalpatient communication; medical mistakes; and other ethical issues that
emerge in clinical settings.
BETH 430. Bioethics in Literature. 1 Unit.
This course complements the Foundation course in the MA bioethics
program by introducing students to narrative literature (ﬁction, nonﬁction
and poetry) that addresses ethical issues in medicine. The material
is frequently the work of physicians and patients who narrate their
respective experiences. As such, narrative provides direct insights into
the practice of modern medicine tested against both accepted and
controversial moral norms and serves as a vehicle for discussion and
analysis of ethical issues. These issues involve topics such as death
and dying, reproduction, pediatrics, women as patients and clinicians,
public health and medicine as a profession and its practice as a privilege.
Students will sample the work, among others, of William Carlos Williams,
Lewis Thomas, Toni Morrison, Margaret Atwood, John Donne, Dylan
Thomas and Abraham Verghese.

BETH 440. Science and Society Through Literature. 3 Units.
This course will examine the interaction of scientiﬁc investigation and
discovery with the society it occurred in. What is the effect of science
on society and, as importantly, what is the effect of society on science?
An introduction will consider the heliocentric controversy with focus on
Galileo. Two broad areas, tuberculosis and the Frankenstein myth, will
then be discussed covering the period 1800-present. With tuberculosis,
ﬁction, art and music will be examined to understand the changing views
of society towards the disease, how society's perception of tuberculosis
victims changed, and how this influenced their treatments and research.
With Frankenstein, the original novel in its historical context will be
examined. Using ﬁction and ﬁlm, the transformation of the original
story into myth with different connotations and implications will be
discussed. Most classes will be extensive discussions coupled with
student presentations of assigned materials. Offered as PHRM 340,
BETH 440, PHRM 440, and HSTY 440.
BETH 453. Hindu and Jain Bioethics. 3 Units.
This course will provide both an introduction to basic Hinduism and
Jainism and an introduction to Hindu and Jain bioethics. We will ask:
How would a Hindu or a Jain respond to issues concerning euthanasia,
abortion, and other topics of controversy. Are these answers altered in the
North American context or in the light of recent technological changes?
Offered as RLGN 353, RLGN 453, BETH 353, and BETH 453. Counts for
CAS Global & Cultural Diversity Requirement.
BETH 460. Science and Society. 3 Units.
This course examines the complex ethical and other value relationships
that exist between science and society. Students will be encouraged
to question the simplistic view that science proceeds independently
of societal values and contentious ethical commitments. A range of
other social factors, such as ethical belief systems, political forces,
and large-scale ﬁnancial interests all influence new scientiﬁc and
technological developments. In order to illuminate each of these larger
themes, this course focuses on three exciting areas of scientiﬁc inquiry:
stem cell research; synthetic biology; and nanotechnology. Each of
these contentious scientiﬁc ﬁelds provides an excellent view into the
challenging ethical, cultural, social, political, and economic issues that
will face students, both as scholars and as citizens. No prior technical
knowledge is necessary for any of these scientiﬁc areas. All relevant
scientiﬁc information will be provided during the course by the professor.
Offered as BETH 360, BETH 460 and PHIL 360.
BETH 466. Promoting Health Across Boundaries. 3 Units.
This course examines the concepts of health and boundary spanning
and how the synergy of the two can produce new, effective approaches
to promoting health. Students will explore and analyze examples of
individuals and organizations boundary spanning for health to identify
practice features affecting health, compare and contrast practices
and approaches, and evaluate features and context that promote or
inhibit boundary spanning and promoting health. Offered as MPHP 466,
PQHS 466, SOCI 466, NURS 466 and BETH 466. Prereq: Graduate student
status or instructor consent.
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BETH 503. Research Ethics and Regulation. 3 Units.
This course is designed to introduce students to the ethical, policy, and
legal issues raised by research involving human subjects. It is intended
for law students, post-doctoral trainees in health-related disciplines
and other students in relevant ﬁelds. Topics include (among others):
regulation and monitoring of research; research in third-world nations;
research with special populations; stem cell and genetic research;
research to combat bioterrorism; scientiﬁc misconduct; conflicts of
interest; commercialization and intellectual property; and the use
of deception and placebos. Course will meet once per week for 2
hours throughout the semester. Grades will be given based on class
participation and a series of group projects and individual short writing
assignments. Offered as BETH 503, CRSP 603 and LAWS 5225.

BETH 512. Clinical Ethics Rotation - Ph.D.. 1.5 Unit.
In this course students will become familiar with the clinical,
psychological, social, professional, and institutional context in which
ethical problems arise. This course exposes students to clinical cases,
to hospital ethics committees and ethics consultation programs, to
institutional review boards (IRB), and to hospital policies covering the
"do not resuscitate" orders (DNR), advance directives, withdrawal of
artiﬁcial feeding, organ procurement an transplantation, and medical
futility. Requires minimum of 10 total hours of rotation experience per
week during two semester 10-week rotations. Locations for this course
include: MetroHealth Medical Center, University Hospitals of Cleveland,
and the Hospice of the Western Reserve. Recommended preparation:
BETH 520/BETH 521 or concurrent enrollment.

BETH 504. Critical Readings in Bioethics. 3 Units.
This course will focus on both normative (traditional) and descriptive
(empirical) approaches to bioethics. It will be co-directed by two faculty
members, one with a specialization in normative bioethics and one with a
specialization in descriptive bioethics.

BETH 521. Foundations in Bioethics II - Ph.D.. 3 Units.
The second of the two required seminar courses, this course
covers ﬁve basic topic areas in bioethics: death and dying; health
professional-patient relationship; method and theory in bioethics; organ
transplantation; and ethics and children. The course meets twice weekly
and is taught in seminar format by Center faculty members who are
experts on speciﬁc topics.

BETH 505. Methods Normative Bioethics. 3 Units.
The purpose of this intensive graduate seminar is to master and to
critique core philosophical concepts that are implicit in a wide array of
bioethical issues. We will critically examine in a range of contemporary
ethical theories beginning with modern conceptions of individual
autonomy and concluding with theories of ethical justiﬁcation. While
no advanced knowledge of ethical theories is presupposed, students
are expected to come to class prepared with the course readings and to
engage in rigorous philosophical discussions with one another and the
professor.
BETH 506. Methods in Normative Bioethics II. 3 Units.
The second of the two required Methods seminars is designed to give
graduate students an intensive introduction to the modes of moral
reasoning that have been adopted and adapted by contemporary
Bioethics, and the major critical perspectives that have been brought to
bear upon them.
BETH 508. Research Design in Bioethics II. 3 Units.
The second of two empirical research courses will introduce students
to theoretical and methodological approaches in the design and
implementation of empirical research on topics in biomedical ethics.
Students will be provided with a comprehensive and robust exploration
of empirical models for the development of bioethics research and the
skills for critically assessing the optimal methods for designing studies
relevant to ethical issues in biomedicine. Prereq: BETH 507.
BETH 511. Grant Writing. 3 Units.
This course will teach students the fundaments of writing a grant
proposal. We will concentrate on NIH-style applications, although the
principals of grant writing can be applied to any venue. In the process
of working through devising a research question and study design,
students will be encouraged to use this as an opportunity to think about
their dissertation topic. In addition to applying theoretical and research
design knowledge gained through their other core course work, the
course will also teach students about how to complete application forms
and to create a budget. We will also familiarize students with the peer
review process. Each student will produce a draft grant application. The
students will form a mock peer review section and will critique the grants.

BETH 602. Special Topics in Bioethics. 1 - 3 Units.
Students will explore particular issues and themes in biomedical ethics
in depth through independent study and research under the direction of a
faculty member.
BETH 603. Bioethics Research. 6 Units.
Research leading toward the MD/MA degree is Bioethics.
BETH 604. Advanced Research Ethics Seminar. 0 Unit.
This course meets for two hours each month and is focused on the
following topics and the development of the stated competencies:
September Introduction; How to critically analyze the literature;
Facilitator critique of assigned manuscript; Designing re-entry projects
Critical analysis of literature. October Trainee #1 critique of assigned
manuscript; Methodological and ethical issues in designing and
reviewing research; Trainee presentation of concept papers for reentry projects Critical review of research protocols and manuscripts;
Issues in designing research. November Trainee #2 critique of assigned
manuscript; How to prepare and present professional presentations
Critical analysis of literature; Oral presentation skills December Trainee
#3 critique of assigned manuscript; Principles of adult education
Critical analysis of literature; Oral presentation skills; Development of
teaching skills. January Trainee #1 critique of assigned manuscript;
Principles of adult education Critical analysis of literature; Oral
presentation skills. February Trainee #2 critique of assigned manuscript;
Developing submissions for IRB review Critical analysis of literature;
Oral presentation skills; Identifying and addressing ethical issues in
research; Preparation of IRB submissions. March Trainee #3 critique
of assigned manuscript; Update on development of re-entry projects;
Logistical issues related to re-entry projects; Manuscript preparation
Critical analysis of literature; Oral presentation skills; Implementing
research; Preparing work for publication; Negotiation skills. April Re-entry
issued Implementing research; Readjustment. This course is only open to
trainees in the Fogarty-funded Training Program in International Research
Ethics.
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BETH 605. Special Study: IRB Administration. 1.5 Unit.
This course is limited to Fogarty-sponsored trainees in the Training
Program in International Research Ethics. The course, which meets
1.5 hours per week, focuses on issues relevant to the management
and administrations of the various functions of research ethics
review committees. Topics to be covered include identiﬁcation and
selection of appropriate community representatives for membership
and/or consultation, utilization of independent experts/consultants,
recordkeeping, approaches to communication with investigators, and
others. Regular guest lectures will be provided by members of the various
local IRBs, staff members of local IRBs, and senior investigators. The
course will utilize a case-based approach
BETH 701. Dissertation Ph.D.. 1 - 9 Units.
(Credit as arranged.) Prereq: Predoctoral research consent or advanced to
Ph.D. candidacy milestone.

