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CONTEMPORARY DANCE, MFA
Degree: Master of Fine Arts (MFA) 
Field of Study: Contemporary Dance

Program Overview
The Master of Fine Arts degree, available with emphasis areas in
choreography, performance, and pedagogy and complementary courses
in dance science, is a terminal pre-professional degree. Candidacy for the
MFA program requires an undergraduate degree with (ideally) a major in
dance, equivalent training and experience, or demonstrable potential for
work at the MFA level. In addition, each candidate must provide evidence
of technical skill and creative ability. Participation as a part-time student
is not recommended.

At the end of each semester in residence, the student’s skill and creative
ability are evaluated in light of their work in the department. Only
students who have clearly demonstrated growth and excellence are
permitted to remain in the program. The award of the MFA degree is
contingent upon the student’s academic progress and upon the faculty's
assessment that the candidate possesses the potential to work in the
field of dance on a professional level.

Graduate Policies
For graduate policies and procedures, please review the School of
Graduate Studies section of the General Bulletin.

Program Requirements
Requirements for the MFA degree include:

a. A minimum of 60 credit hours of graduate work beyond the bachelor’s
degree

b. A cumulative grade point average of 3.0 for all course work on the
graduate level

c. Completion of the course requirements for the MFA Thesis Portfolio
d. Successful completion of the third year in performance in the Mather

Dance Center mainstage season

Specific requirements for the MFA degree are as follows:

Code Title Credit
Hours

Required Courses:
DANC 424 Dance Production Resources 3
DANC 485 Rehearsal, Performance and Production 4
MUDE 501 Special Reading (M.M. and M.A.) 1
MUDE 501 Special Reading (M.M. and M.A.) (MUDE 501 is to

be taken twice for a total of 2 credit hours)
1

Dance Technique courses 18
Choreography courses 12
Contemporary Dance History course 3
Kinesiology, Pedagogy, Dance Wellness, research or elective 12
Creative Thesis courses 6

Total Credit Hours 60
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