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DEPARTMENT OF MODERN
LANGUAGES AND
LITERATURES
103 Guilford House 
Phone: 216.368.8976; Fax: 216.368.2216 
Damaris Punales-Alpizar, Department Chair 
dxp204@case.edu

More Information: https://mll.case.edu/ 

The Department of Modern Languages and Literatures is the multicultural
epicenter of the university. As a collective, we represent the traditions
and languages of almost every corner of the planet: Africa, Asia, the
Caribbean, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, and North America.
We prepare students to become informed and liberally educated citizens
of the world. By acquiring language skills and cultural knowledge, our
students qualify for careers with an international dimension.

DMLL is a vibrant and research-oriented department. It offers eleven
language disciplines of study, with majors or minors in Chinese, French,
German, Japanese Studies, and Spanish. In addition, coursework or a
minor is available in Arabic, Hebrew, Italian, Korean, Portuguese, and
Russian. The department has also developed specialized language
courses for the professions: health, business, law, engineering, and
diplomacy.

The department offers faculty-led study-abroad programs in France,
Japan, Jordan, Italy, Morocco, Spain, Taiwan, and Thailand. We provide
scholarships for these programs. We also encourage students to spend
a semester or an academic year abroad to immerse themselves fully in a
foreign language and culture.

DMLL is associated with interdisciplinary programs in Asian Studies,
Ethnic Studies, French and Francophone Studies, Jewish Studies,
International Studies, World Literature, and Women’s, Gender and
Sexuality Studies.

Department Faculty
Damaris Punales-Alpizar, Ph.D. 
(University of Iowa) 
Professor and Chair 
https://sites.google.com/case.edu/damarispunalesalpizar 
Contemporary Cuban and Caribbean literature; Soviet Cuba; transatlantic
studies; Post-Soviet cultures; Cold War studies; translation studies

Beth M. Carter, PhD 
(University of Pennsylvania) 
Assistant Professor 
Pre-modern Japanese literature

Denise Caterinacci, MA 
(Kent State University) 
Senior Instructor 
Italian language and culture; language pedagogy; the role of motivation
in language learning

M. Gabriela Copertari, PhD 
(Georgetown University) 
Associate Professor 
Latin American literature and film, especially Argentinian; women’s
writing; the modernista novel

Margaretmary Daley, PhD 
(Yale University) 
Professor 
18th- and 19th-century German literature; German women writers;
women’s studies; literary criticism

Cristián G. Gómez Olivares, PhD 
(University of Iowa) 
Associate Professor 
20th-century Latin American narrative and poetry; detective/mystery
novels; translation studies

Takao Hagiwara, PhD 
(University of British Columbia) 
Associate Professor 
Japanese literature, especially modern prose and poetry; classical and
modern Japanese literature; pre-modern Japanese sensibilities and (post)
modernism

Patrick Lyons 
(University of California, Berkeley) 
Assistant Professor 
20th- and 21st-century Francophone culture and politics; North and West
African immigration narratives; critical race theory; post-colonial studies;
critical theory

Barbara E. Mann, PhD 
(University of California, Berkeley) 
Stephen H. Hoffman Professor of Modern Hebrew Language and Literature 
Literary studies; critical theory; modern Jewish cultures; relation
between space, memory, and cultural representation

Jacqueline C. Nanfito, PhD 
(University of California, Los Angeles) 
Associate Professor 
Colonial and 19th-century Latin American literature; Golden Age Hispanic
literature; literary theory; Chicano literature; contemporary Latin American
women writers

Susanne Vees-Gulani, PhD 
(University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign) 
Associate Professor 
20th- and 21st-century literature and literary movements; German
cultural studies; science and literature; medicine and literature; trauma
studies; victim discourses; literary and cultural responses to World War II;
German civil defense strategies in World War II

Ching-Hsuan Wu, PhD 
(The Ohio State University) 
Eirik Børve Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics 
Chinese and Japanese pedagogy; applied linguistics
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Peter Jianhua Yang, PhD 
(University of Utah) 
Associate Professor 
German literature, especially 20th-century; German theater; technology-
enhanced language teaching; teaching pedagogy; business German;
theatricality

Tatiana Zilotina, PhD 
(University of Virginia) 
Senior Instructor 
19th- and 20th-century Russian literature; the poetry of Marina
Tsvetaeva; women writers; Russian culture; Russian folklore

Lecturers
Nohora Cardona, PhD 
(University of Ottawa) 
Lecturer (Spanish)

Elena Fernández, MA 
(Cleveland State University) 
Lecturer (Spanish)

Ramez Islambouli, MA 
(Case Western Reserve University) 
Lecturer (Arabic)

Lai Jiang, MA 
(Indiana University) 
Lecturer (Japanese)

Hyun Kyung Kim, PhD 
(The Ohio State University) 
Lecturer (Korean)

Yawei Li, PhD 
(The Ohio State University) 
Lecturer (Chinese)

Nadav Linial, PhD 
(University of Michigan) 
Lecturer (Hebrew)

Clara Lipszyc-Arroyo, MA 
(University of Western Ontario) 
Lecturer (Portuguese and Spanish)

Enno Lohmeyer, PhD 
(University of Kansas) 
Lecturer (German)

Yukie Miura, MA 
(Purdue University) 
Lecturer (Japanese)

Kosuke Ogaki, MEd 
(Auburn University) 
Lecturer (Japanese)

Yukiko (Nishida) Onitsuka, EdD 
(University of Cincinnati) 
Lecturer (Japanese)

Alessandra Parry, MA 
(University of Akron) 
Lecturer (Spanish)

Fabienne Pizot-Haymore, MA 
(Université Paul Valéry, Montpellier III) 
Lecturer (French)

Charlotte Sanpere, PhD 
(Université Sorbonne Nouvelle-Paris 3) 
Lecturer (French)

Xin Zhang, MA 
(University of Beijing Language and Culture University) 
Lecturer (Chinese)

Visiting Faculty
Jane Battisson, Ph.D. 
(Emory University) 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
https://mll.case.edu/faculty/jane-m-battisson/ 
19th-21st century French and Francophone Literature, Ecocriticism,
Ontology, Comparative Literature and Philosophies, and Critical and
Psychoanalytic Theories

Programs
• Chinese, BA
• Chinese, Minor
• French, BA
• French, MA
• French, Minor
• German, BA
• German, Minor
• Italian, Minor
• Japanese Studies, BA
• Japanese, Minor
• Russian, Minor
• Spanish, BA
• Spanish, Minor

Related Programs
• Asian Studies, BA
• Asian Studies, Minor
• Ethnic Studies, Minor
• French and Francophone Studies, BA
• French and Francophone Studies, Minor
• International Studies, BA
• Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, BA
• Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Minor
• World Literature, BA
• World Literature, Minor

https://mll.case.edu/faculty/jane-m-battisson/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/chinese-ba/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/chinese-minor/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/french-ba/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/french-ma/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/french-minor/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/german-ba/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/german-minor/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/italian-minor/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/japanese-studies-ba/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/japanese-studies-minor/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/russian-minor/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/spanish-ba/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literatures/spanish-minor/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/programs/asian-studies-ba/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/programs/asian-studies-minor/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/programs/ethnic-studies-minor/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/programs/french-francophone-studies-ba/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/programs/french-francophone-studies-minor/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/political-science/international-studies-ba/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/programs/womens-gender-sexuality-studies-ba/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/programs/womens-gender-studies-minor/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/programs/world-literature-ba/
https://bulletin.case.edu/arts-sciences/programs/world-literature-minor/
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Dual Degrees
• Programs Toward Graduate or Professional Degrees

https://bulletin.case.edu/undergraduate-academics/programs-toward-graduate-or-professional-degrees/

