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Program Overview
Asian studies have become an increasingly important area of study in
North American colleges and universities. This is due in part to a growing
acknowledgment that Asian cultures are of significance both regionally
and globally. The Asian Studies Program offers students the opportunity
to explore these cultures from a multidisciplinary perspective so that they
are able to understand the social, cultural, political, and other forces that
shape and have shaped Asian nations.

The Asian Studies Program draws on faculty and courses from such
departments as anthropology, art history and art, economics, modern
languages and literatures, history, philosophy, political science, and
religious studies. A current list of approved courses is available from the
program advisor.

Students are encouraged to take courses in different disciplines in
order to obtain broad exposure to the languages, literature, art, culture,
religious traditions, and political, economic, and social institutions of
Asian countries.

In addition to course offerings, the Asian Studies Program sponsors
extracurricular activities that enhance the formal study of Asia and
give students additional opportunities to explore and understand Asia’s
importance in the global community. The program sponsors lectures
and films and administers a website devoted to Asia. It also encourages
students to participate in study abroad programs in Asian countries and
to utilize Asian resources at the Cleveland Museum of Art and other local
institutions.

Undergraduate Policies
For undergraduate policies and procedures, please review the Office of
Undergraduate Studies section of the General Bulletin.

Program Requirements
The minor in Asian Studies consists of 18 credit hours of Asia-related
courses, selected in consultation with the program advisor. Only one year
(8 credits) of language study (Japanese or Chinese) counts toward the
minor. 

The 18 hours in Asia-related courses must be at the 200 or 300 level and
come from at least three different departments.
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